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Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As the youngest legislator and youngest female serving in the 
Washington State House of Representatives, I have worked 
diligently to bring my unique experience and perspective to state 
policy. 

The 2017 and 2018 legislative sessions have been a time of hard work 
and collaboration, filled with hundreds of meetings with students, 
parents, business owners, and workers. Thousands of emails have 
been exchanged with constituents, and I have toured schools and 
local businesses across the 25th District to see the diverse needs of 
our community first-hand.

Connection with my community has enabled me to work on 
your behalf and be your voice in Olympia. During my time in 
the Legislature, I have stood for open and effective government, 
working to promote trust and transparency. I have also put people 
before politics, which is one reason why I believe we have been able 
to achieve so much together. 

As a member of our state’s citizen Legislature, I know we are 
strongest when we have a steady rotation of citizens serve in elected 
office. After four years of service, I have decided not to seek another 
term in the State House of Representatives. It has been my greatest 
honor to serve the people of the 25th District, and I thank you for 
your great care and support.

As I finish the remainder of my term through the end of 2018, 
please feel free to contact my office if you would like to share your 
perspective, ideas or concerns.  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve our community in the 
Washington State Legislature.

Sincerely,

Melanie Stambaugh
State Representative
25th Legislative District
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Grateful to have had the opportunity to work with  
Melanie Stambaugh on issues impacting students! 
We will miss having a higher education champion 
like you in the state Legislature.

Higher Education
As a member of the House Higher Education Committee, 
I have been honored to work alongside students from the 
two-year and four-year colleges across our state, as well 
as lawmakers on both sides of the aisle.

Since 2015, I have been working to expand access to 
open educational resources (OER), which help reduce 
college costs by making online resources available 
in place of textbooks. This year, we were successful 
in passing House Bill 1561, which will expand 
opportunities for OER use on our university campuses 
and in our K-12 schools.

I sponsored and supported House Bill 1333 and Senate 
Bill 5917, which ensures college credit is awarded 
equitably across Washington state for students who take 
Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate 
classes in high school.

Last year, state law only allowed college students 
to increase their student activity fees if tuition also 
increased. Students brought this issue to the Legislature, 
which led me to sponsor House Bill 1433. The bill will 
change state law to delink student fees from tuition, 
making the budgeting process on campuses much 
easier.

Local Traffic Congestion Relief On the Way

In 2016, I sponsored $300,000 in funding to expand the 
Traffic Avenue Bridge between Puyallup and Sumner.

In 2018, the supplemental transportation budget included 
$500,000 to continue work on the bridge expansion.

Melanie Stambaugh has been a champion  
for @CityOfSumnerWA and @PuyallupSumner.  

We have been blessed!

Transportation
For the past three years, I have served on the House 
Transportation Committee, which oversees state 
transportation infrastructure investments and the 
Washington State Patrol.  

This biennium, the transportation budget allocated new 
funding to expand SR 167 northbound from Puyallup to 
SR 18. This additional lane will help reduce congestion on 
this critical stretch of roadway.

Additionally, the state secured funds to purchase right-
of-way properties ahead of schedule in order to alleviate 
the pressure of rising real estate costs.

The 25th District legislative delegation worked diligently 
with Washington State Department of Transportation 
and budget writers to prioritize the building of a single 
point urban interchange to provide full access to 
Puyallup at Meridian on SR 167.

The transportation budget also allocated $1.2 million for 
the relocation of the Interurban Trail in Fife, which will 
be displaced by the construction of SR 167.

Earlier this year, I sponsored legislation and voted to 
reduce the burden of increased car tabs on the people of 
our district as a result of the passage of Sound Transit 3. 
Unfortunately, the Legislature was not able to pass any 
relief for taxpayers during session.
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“The people, in delegating authority, 
do not give their public servants the 
right to decide what is good for the 
people to know and what is not good 
for them to know.”

- Washington State Public Records Act 

Supporting our Workers and Businesses
During this biennium, I sponsored several bills and 
policies emphasizing protection for our workers, 
growth for our businesses, and success for our 
students. Each of the following bills were signed into 
law by the governor:

■ Protecting Roadway Workers - House Bill 2087
This bill will help reduce the number of crashes in work 
zones across our state. It requires drivers to yield the 
right-of-way to workers alongside our roadways.

■ Supporting Educational Interpreters -  
House Bill 1303 | Senate Bill 5142
This bill ensures classroom consistency for students 
needing educational interpreter services by extending 
new state requirement deadlines for educational 
interpreters. It will also help reduce costs to local school 
districts.

■ Increasing Skilled Worker Recruitment -  
House Bill 1949 | Senate Bill 5713
This bill establishes a partnership between Washington 
state and local businesses to increase the availability of 
skilled workers through the Skilled Worker Outreach, 
Recruitment, and Career Awareness Training Program.

■ Subcontractors to Bond Retainage -  
House Bill 1538
This bill expands and protects both business and labor 
by allowing subcontractors to bond retainage on public 
works projects. Bonding retainage increases project 
cash flow to strengthen subcontractors’ ability to pay 
employees in a timely fashion. This bill was initiated by 
both business and labor.

Transparency
During the 2018 legislative session, public access 
to government information was threatened. The 
House and Senate bypassed the typical legislative 
process and hurriedly passed Senate Bill 6617, 
which would have altered the Public Records Act 
(PRA) as it applies to the Legislature. I disagreed 
with the manner and content of SB 6617, and 
voted against the bill.

I strongly believe state government should be 
open and accountable to the people. Over the last 
year, I have stood strong to protect your right to 
access public information, as I know first-hand 
the importance of accessing government records. 

The Legislature can and should be transparent 
with public records, while also protecting the 
identities of constituents and whistleblowers. Our 
executive branch, as well as local, city, and county 
governments do this every day under the current 
PRA.  

I received numerous emails from people across 
our community thanking me for standing for 
open government. I want to thank you for voicing 
your strong opposition to SB 6617, and for joining 
me in contacting the governor’s office. Our efforts 
worked, as the governor ultimately vetoed the bill. 
It was a victory for the people of our great state.  

Serving as Co-Chair of  
Pierce County Delegation

Over the past two years, I have co-chaired the Pierce 
County Delegation, serving as the House lead. The 
Pierce County Delegation is comprised of both 
Republican and Democratic members of the House 
and Senate who work together to support funding 
and policies critical to Pierce County as a whole.

Working together, we have been able to:

• Allocate funding in the transportation budget for 
the completion of SR 167 and future expansion of 
SR 162.

• Increase investments in mental health to record 
levels.

• Secure additional funding for the University of 
Washington Tacoma campus.
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Small Business Owner Initiates Legislative Solution
Here in our district, an owner of an auto repair shop identified that her 
employees could be cited for test driving vehicles with expired tabs. She 
came to me and asked if there was a way to change the law. We found a 
solution, and I introduced House Bill 1742. The bill, which passed both 
chambers of the Legislature unanimously and was signed into law by the 
governor, modifies the vehicle transporter license to protect auto repair 
shop employees from being cited when servicing vehicles. It is a great 
honor to work on behalf of our community and local businesses to make 
changes that impact the entire state of Washington. 
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